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persons sent a hundred or a thousand 
miles away to Conferences. Let us hold 
inviolate our system of Gospel Congrega- 
tionalism, and not by degrees pile up a 
lot of resolutions in the shape of advice, 
for designing characters hereafter to twist 
into rules or laws with which to accom- 
plish their ends if they cannot do it by 
fair means. Experience is worth some- 
thing ; let us not forget what we have 
learned by it. 

The resolution under discusion may 
seem very plausible to some. I suppose 
it seemed plausible to Uzzah to try to 
keep the Ark of the Covenant from fall- 
ing. At the same time it cost him his life 
to meddle with it. Just so it may cause 
the loss of the real Christ life in the 
church when she undertakes to do by rule 
or law that which is to be done by the 
power of love. 

It is very desirable that church mem- 
bers moving from one place to another 
should keep themselves in touch with the 
church most convenient to them. Pas- 
tors and churches should urge this upon 
them. But if loving, tender advice will 
not prevail, rule or law will fail as well. 

HOW MAY WE WIN SOULS FOR CHRIST. 

MRS. E. B. TURNER. 

When I first saw my name among the 
others in the program of the Indiana State 
Conference, I felt rather reluctant to go 
to work. I said to myself, and am 
ashamed to confess I told others that I 
never did any conference work and I 
didn't believe that I could. But this 
thought did not remain with me long and 
I thank God to-day f >r the one that fol- 
lowed. It was like this; Am I always go- 
ing to be a babe in Christ or am I going 
to work like a woman should? Then as I 
was seated here one night before our pas- 
tor began his sermon, I happened to glance 
at our motto on the wall "No cross, no 
crown," the words of the poet came ring- 
ing in my ears : 

"Must Jesus bear the cross alone 
And all the world go free, 

No, there is a cross for every one, 
And there's a cross for me " 

I have not thought of shrinking from 
this duty since. I sit there and felt horror 
stricken at the very thought of losing my 
crown in glory. And while I felt it would 
be terrible for me to displease God to such 
a degree that I should be banished from 
his presence forever and ever, I felt it 
would be terrible also for one of my breth- 
ren or one of my sisters to fall by the way 
side. So then when we know such is the 
case that many poor souls are going the 
downward road to perdition, the great 
cross of the Christian people must be that 

of bringing souls to the Master. And the 
great question seems to come to them, 
How can we do this? However this should 
not be a query in our minds for God has 
given us a guide. He has told us plainly 
within the lids of the Bible just how it can 
be done. All we have to do is to go there 
and study it for ourselves. He says to us 
first, "Build upon the solid rock of Christ 
Jesus." After we have built and know 
that we have the right kind of a founda- 
tion, one that is firm, one that is immov- 
able, then he says, "Begin to set your 
own house in order." When we get our 
own house set in order we will be ready to 
help some one else. That is when we get 
our own hearts pure in the sight of God, 
when we are right with God ourselves, we 

will be ready to help some one else. He 
says to us, "Throw off the old life, take 
on the new, become a new creature in 
Christ Jesus." 

We are now to get rid of all those im- 
perfections, ask God to help us to give 
ourselves up as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable. Say, Lord take me and make 
me useful in this great work of winning 
souls for the Master. We can't expect to 
have success, we can't expect to make any 
progress in the work until we have done 
this and then after we have decided to 
work for God, let us be careful to shun 
the very appearances of evil. It takes 
zeal, it takes courage to do this at all 
times for just when we begin our work is 
just when the tempter is going to begin 
his work. While we are yet weak is when 
he will work the hardest. He may say to 
us, You may go to this place or you may 
go to that place, the church will not find 
it out. The church members may not find 
it out for they may not be where he is in- 
viting us to go, at least I hope they will 
not, perchance it may be at the dancing 
hall but who will be there? Those prec- 
ious souls that we may have been wanting 
to win for the Master will be there, and by 
our presence at such places what are we 
telling them ? 

Do we tell them that the religion we are 
professing is a reality or is it a fraud. We 
must remember that the people in the out 
side world to-day study our lives much 
more than they do the Bible. They are 
looking to us for examples, let us prove 
ourselves worthy ones. O, my Christian 
friends let us prove ourselves workmen 
that needeth not to be ashamed. Under 
this head would come the commandant I 
believe, "Forget not the assembling of 
ourselves together." This commandment 
when kept has a great influence, for if we 
are present at every one of our church 
services so far as it is possible for us to be 
there, we prove to the people both inside 
of the church and outside of it that it is a 

great pleasure to us instead of a burden. 
We tell them that Christ is our burden 
bearer, all we have to do is to go to him 
and ask him to bear them for us in faith 
believing. 

When we get up at our services and in- 
vite the people to be with us, they expect 
us to be there. When they come in the 
church door, they expect to see us there 
some place ready to go to work. The old 
maxim is "Practice what you preach." 
When we preach it is a good thing to meet 
together to worship God, let us do it. I 
hope that there is not a professor of re- 
ligion but what is doing this. Then after 
we have done what we could in the way of 
pleading with souls by telling them that 
Jesus died for them that they might live 
and have been examples for them ourselves 
as I spoke of before, let us enter into our 
closets in secret prayer and ask God to 
give us these souls that we have been yearn- 
ing for so long. I believe that through 
prayer accompanied by faith all things 
can be accomplished. Our prayers may 
not be answered in a day, they may not 
be answered in a year, but in God's own 
good time they will be answered. Let us 
have the faith that was once delivered un- 
to the saints. So then let us go through 
this life preaching and practicing, pray- 
ing earnestly both in public and in secret, 
let us keep our lamps trimmed and burn- 
ing at all times that others may see our 
good works and souls will be brought to 
the fold. 

Loree, Indiana. 

HOW THE LAITY MAY AID THE PASTOE. 

J.   S.   GILLIN. 

On the mutual understanding, sympathy 
and co-operation of pastor and people de- 
pends in large measure the success of a 
church. 

In the subject assigned me it seems to 
be inferred that the laity should help the 
preacher.     And rightly.    But/«?«/? 

Allow me to remark first that there are 
some congregations who think they ought 
to "run" the pastor, instead of vice versa. 
And on the other hand it should be no- 
ticed that the able pastor will always se- 
cure the loving and obedient assent to his 
leadership, if he be worthy of the place he 
is trying to fill. There is no flock so re- 
fractory, no cases so stubborn, but that 
the pastor, able in prayer, in faith, in gen- 
eralship and in patience, can win to peace 
the one and lead the other. All he needs 
are the qualities above named—and time. 
But how can the members aid their pastor? 

First, by sympathy. The congregation 
must desire the furthering of the work of 
the church—saving souls. 

The pastor must show his plans and 
purposes.    Then   the   laity   without   the 


